


Cat crisis crippling centre

Your local branch
is looking after
four times more
cats than usual
this year as the
credit crunch
continues to bite.

o Rehoming facts

he RSPCA
Peterborough and
District branch

is currently caring for 40
cats, two dogs, two rabbits
and four rats — which is a
huge increase on its usual
numbers for this time of
year.

The RSPCA recommends that cats should be neutered to
prevent unwanted pregnancies from occurring.

If you do rehome a young cat or kitten from the RSPCA,
the usual adoption fee includes the neutering operation,
microchipping, a full veterinary check, worming and flea
treatment and any vaccinations they may require.

The rehoming process aims to make sure the cat and
owner are suitably matched, which includes a home check
and follow-up visits in some cases.

The RSPCA rescues and rehomes neglected, sick or injured
animals. Under most circumstances, it cannot take in un-

wanted pets.
For more information go to

http://www.rspca.org.uk/in-action/whatwedo/prioritisinganimals

The majority of the
animals have come into
RSPCA care after their
owners moved house and
left the animals alone at the
property. Staff think some
owners may have lost their
jobs and could no afford to
look after their pets.

RSPCA inspectors have
rescued several animals
from the empty properties
and whilst most survived
their ordeal needing little
more than a good feed,
some animals have been
found starved to death.

Branch manager Paul
Markley said: “It’s shocking
that so many people are
abandoning their pets
in their homes. Sadly, it
appears that pets are the
first thing to go when people
need to reduce costs”

The number of animals
in the branch’s care has

rocketed in the last three
months and, as the centre
does not have its own
boarding facilities, it is
costing thousands of
pounds to keep the animals
in private accommodation.
November’s bill was a
staggering £3,500.

Ashley (pictured top left)
and Danny (second from
left) were abandoned in an
empty house and rescued
by RSPCA inspectors last
month. Danny is two years
old and Ashley is only eight
months old. They are now
looking to make a fresh
start in their young lives
and would love a forever
home together.

Eleven-year-old Dotty
(second from right) and
Lucy, 12, (far right) were
left at home when their
owner moved. A neighbour
looked after them both

before they came into
RSPCA care in October.
They would love to spend
their retirement making
wonderful companions for
someone looking for an
older pet.

In recent months, some
RSPCA centres have been
looking after more cats
than ever before. Between
January and June this year,
3,628 cats were taken
into the charity’s care.
Throughout 2009, 7,686
cats were rescued.*

If you are considering
getting a pet, the RSPCA
is urging people to
avoid answering ads in
newspapers or visiting pet
shops, but to take home
a rescue animal which
desperately needs a new
home.

For more information, log onto
www.rspca.org.uk

*Figures are for January 2009 - June 2010 for cats taken into the RSPCA’s
16 regional centres only, which operate as part of the national RSPCA.
Branches, such as the Peterborough and District Branch are run as
independent charities and their figures are not included here.
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There are many
ways you can help

Donate — please make cheques
payable to RSPCA Peterborough and
District Branch and send to the address
below. Please do not send cash.

Find a shop or premises willing to
have a collection box and then contact
Paul Markley (see below).

Drop off quality unwanted items at
one of our two shops:

Whittlesey: 3 Lovells Centre, Blunts
Lane, Whittlesey, PE7 1 AH. (near
Somerfields), or our new shop in
Market Deeping: 9 The Precincts,
Market Deeping, Peterborough

PE6 8FG

Don'’t forget to shop there while you
are visiting!

Spare a little time and volunteer

— full details of vacancies at www.
rspca-peterborough.org.uk.
Organise a fund raising event in your
local community or workplace — we
will provide advice and support.

Pass on this newsletter to friends and
family — spread the word!

RSPCA
Peterborough and
District Branch
Contact details

Post:
RSPCA

Peterborough and District Branch
PO Box 60, Peterborough,
Cambridgeshire PE155Z

Email:
paulmarkley@btconnect.com
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